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to be cautious, and, to this end, to moderate his pace;
(2) by prolonging resistance on the spot as far as
prudence allows it, but never more; (3) by carrying
out the retreat as slowly as possible.

That retreat, which must be as deliberate and
cautious as possible, must enable the troops to reform
and establish themselves anew on the positions pro-
vided by the road taken. Action on positions and the
retreating movement must therefore interpenetrate and
prolong one another; the struggle must not end on a
given point before it can be resumed, as methodically
as ever, on a series of other points.

An advance guard succeeds in delaying the enemy
in proportion to its strength; in order to compel it to
withdraw, the adversary will need time to develop
adequate means of action.

If figures are demanded, though they possess only a
relative value, here are those which Clausewitz gives
for his period, 1815*

An infantry division of 12,000 men, including some
cavalry, and sent eighteen miles on ahead of the main
body, may hold the enemy in check one and a half times
the number of hours which would be required to cover
that distance without fighting. Instead of ten hours, it
will take the enemy fifteen hours to cover that distance.

The same division, at a distance of five miles from
the corps to be covered, may hold the enemy in check
for five or six hours, because it can send its reserves
unsparingly in action*

In either case, it is very difficult for the enemy to
begin the battle with his main forces by the evening of
the same day* This roeans, then, that another night
has been won for the concentration which the advance
guard is covering.

The time the resistance may last, as given by Clause-
witz, has obviously increased with modern arms, which
compel the enemy to manoeuvre from a greater distance.

To sum up: u It is less by their action than by the
mere fact of their being pre$ent9 it is less by fighting than
by unceasingly threatening to fight, that advance guards
fulfil their mission. They do not put a stop to the
enemy's action, but they act like a pendulum; they make
his movements slower and more regular and make it